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The Channel Chatter is published 

four times per year for the members 

of the Duluth Sail and Power         

Squadron, a unit of United States 

Power Squadrons®. 

Boating is Fun…                                   

We’ll Show You How! 

www.duluthsailandpowersquadron.com

COMMANDER’S MESSAGE 

Cdr Chad Lowney AP 

 

Ahoy Squadron Members, 

 Is it April already? Soon we will turn 

our lake over to the summer weekend-

ers and tourists. I for one always enjoy 

the dawn of the hustle and bustle of 

boat traffic, a busy Canal Park, and all 

the people out having fun after the 

many quiet months. The spring is a 

good time for all of us to impress upon others the importance of boating safety, 

wearing life jackets when on or near the water, and being good stewards of our 

beautiful lake and her shores. It is not by chance we have many events in the 

late spring early summer to spread the word of our mission. 

Our booth at the Duluth Sports and Travel show was a huge success this year. A 

special thanks to Lynn and Dane Youngblom for managing this. We all had a 

great time at the Change of Watch ceremony. Special guests were the U.S. 

Coast Guard, Wisconsin DNR and of course some bagpipes!  

Our annual “Fitting Out” party/fund raiser, St. Louis Riverquest, new member 

orientation party, dock cleanup day, and The Captains Platter fishing contest are 

all on the schedule. So pony up and be a part of these events if you can. Even if 

you can’t make time to be a part of the event, make sure you spread the word 

to others and encourage them to take advantage of our many services. I would 

like to give my sincere thanks and appreciation to my outgoing and incoming 

bridge, and the many others that worked so hard to make our squadron  a huge 

success. To say it couldn’t have happened without all this help is almost laugha-

ble. I continue to be amazed by the can-do spirit of our membership and how 

they come together to make amazing things happen.  

We are always looking for extra help on the bridge and committees. If you find 

yourself wanting to help out your squadron, please reach out to any one of your 

bridge members. We’d love to put you to work. 

Chad Lowney, Commander 
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Commander Cdr Chad Lowney, AP H 218-341-9142 

 

Lowney.chad@gmail.com 

Executive Officer Vacant   

Educational Officer Lt/C Niki Rowland C 320-980-4766 

 

nikijean19@yahoo.com 

Secretary Lt/C Stacy Lowney C 218-590-6674 

 

Stacy.lowney@gmail.com 

Administrative Officer Lt/C Amy Einbu C 218-393-5560  work 218-349-7179 

 

amyherstad@aol.com 

Asst. Admin Officer Vacant   

 

Treasurer Lt/C Lori Yecoshenko C218-349-4717 lyecoshenko@yahoo.com 

 

Immediate Past Commander P/C Tom Linderholm, AP C 218-349-2728 tlinderholm1@hotmail.com 

Bridge Officers 2018—2019 

1/Lt Dave Molitor  C 218-390-4851 bigwaterboatbroker@gmail.com 

1/Lt Chris Spokely  C 218-348-8048 CLSpokely@gmail.com 

1/Lt Jim Einbu,S 

P/Lt/C Jason Yecoshenko,P 

  

C 218-349-5718 

einbuj@aol.com 

jyecoshenko@yahoo.com 

1/Lt Brian Shold, S 

P/Lt/C Guy Partch,P 

 C 218-349-9375 

H 218-343-3436 

brian@shold.net 

guypartch@barr.com 

Website  www.duluthsailandpowersquadron.com 

Webmaster  P/C Bob Ouellette, AP H 218-727-6079  C 218-348-6656  westernharbor@juno.com 

Membership Committee  Dane and Lynn Youngblom                                                                                                                  membershipdsps@gmail.com 

Channel Chatter Staff 

Editor Elmer Engman 

Diane Martinek 

C 218-428-0563 

 

vikingdiver64@gmail.com 

Assistant Editors P/C Dave and Kristi Stokes C218-310-3972 

 

dave@stokesmediahouse.tv 

    

Executive Committee Members at Large 
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Squadron Education Officer                              Lt/C Niki Rowland 

Hello everyone-I don’t know if you have noticed but THE SNOW IS 

MELTING! Yay! Finally! Yes, I know, we could still get more; but I’m an 

optimistic person! Speaking of being optimistic, Chris and I have both 

joined the bridge this year: I have become your new Squadron Educa-

tion Officer (SEO), and Chris has joined as a member-at-large. We are 

both very excited and grateful to be able to give back to an organiza-

tion that we believe in and appreciate. 

 

If you haven’t met us, let’s fix that! Chris and I became members of 

the Duluth Sail and Power Squadron in 2011 when we owned our 265 

Regal Commodore “Mojito.” We bought our new boat, a Trojan 10 

meter International, “Week Moment” in 2015. Our summer home is-

slip G9 at Barker’s Island, and we spend as much time on the water as 

we can; fishing, taking our yellow lab Maddie to the beach, and head-

ing to the Apostle Islands each year. 

 

Albert Einstein once said, “Once you stop learning, you start dying.” A 

bit depressing, but very true, and as Education Officer I know I have a lot to learn! I have been very fortunate to have-

Guy, the former officer, in my corner, helping me along already! My first and foremost goal is to continue building 

upon the strong foundation that he has built. Just last week we had 13 participants in America’s Boating Course (ABC) 

class, which we will offer again in the fall. A Seamanship course is in the works as well, so if you are interested in that, 

please let me know. 

 

There are a variety of online courses and seminars that I’ll be exploring, and of course we are 

always in need of volunteers to be trained as instructors. Watch for upcoming education 

opportunities! No matter how knowledgeable we are, there are always new things to learn. 

 

As an elementary teacher, I’ve noticed that my students are already developing spring fever, 

and I have to admit I’m right there with them! The countdown to boating season has begun! I 

wish you an early, safe start to the season. C’mon summer, we’re ready! 

 

Niki Rowland 

Education Officer 

Duluth Sail & Power Squadron 
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Squadron Secretary Lt/C Stacy Lowney, S 

 

Welcome to Spring! 

It is so exciting to have a launch date in the 

future!  To introduce, I am Stacy from 

Billings Park in the winter and Harbor Cove 

in the summer.  I have been the secretary 

for DSPS for 3 years and married to Com-

mander, Chad Lowney for 11 years.  We 

have a 9-year-old daughter, Dakota.  We 

love her ambition: she swims on the YMCA 

Whaler swim team, plays on the Superior 

LaCrosse team, and participates in many piano recitals for Hamlin Music throughout the 

year.  She loves everything from dinghy runs, overnight adventures, dock parties, beach 

hair, BBQ’s, and friendships that come along with this amazing organization.   Although 

we do not technically live on the boat in the summer we try to spend as many summer 

evenings and weekends aboard.   We have met wonderful people through the boating 

community and power squadron which makes being on the water that much more fun!  

Looking forward to our great events this coming up year and seeing or hearing everyone 

out on the water!  Thank you for your membership and support!   

~Stacy 
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Squadron Treasurer Lt/C Lori Yecoshenko 

Greetings Duluth Sail & 

Power Squadron Members, 

There is a song by Luke Bry-

an called “Most People Are 

Good” which includes some 

lyrics that say “I believe that 

days go slow and years go 

fast”- this is exactly how I 

felt about this past winter, it 

seemed to be taking forever 

in the moment, but now 

that we are approaching 

summer it feels like it went 

fast.  I am thankful to be 

approaching boating sea-

son.   

Our family had a pretty 

great winter, we kept busy with curling and had an awesome trip to look forward to that we went on in March.  We 

took a Norwegian cruise out of San Juan, Puerto Rico.  We visited a variety of islands, had fantastic weather, great 

food and better drinks, swam with the sea turtles, tried some new things, and created a lot of memories as a fami-

ly.   

I am happy to be reporting as your Treasurer for another year.  Our DSPS is in the beginning of our new fiscal year, 

which began on February 1st.  Our financials are good and we have a balance sheet that is strong.  As a 501c3 

nonprofit organization, although not taxed, we are required to file an annual tax report and these are all current 

and up to date.     

We have many events that we hold during the year that helps keep our balance sheet strong.  These events in-

clude:  Fitting Out, Captain’s Platter, and Corn Roast, so please be involved, not only are these events fun, but 

they help to raise money to keep our dock maintained, educate our members and public on boat safety, and keep 

our squadron running.   

I will end with a saying “Life is like Accounting, everything always should maintain balance.”  I agree, but am hop-

ing to tip the scales in my favor of spending many hours on the water this upcoming season.  Bring on Summer!! 

 

Please feel free to contact me with any questions.   

Lt/C Lori Yecoshenko 
Treasurer 
Duluth Sail & Power Squadron 
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USPS is becoming America’s Boating Club 

As you may or may not  be aware, the United 

States Power Squadron has undertaken an initia-

tive to rebrand itself as America’s Boating Club.  

The purpose of this change is essentially to mod-

ernize the brand and make the organization more 

relevant and appealing to the various boaters out 

on the water today.  You will note that the logo in-

cludes a kayaker, a power boat and a sailboat. 

District 10 and the Duluth Sail & Power Squadron 

have begun adopting the new brand and you may 

have seen it on correspondence like the image at 

the right of the D10 Spring Conference Agenda.  

Many or most of you may have been confused 

when you opened the invitation and this article is 

intended to make you aware of the new brand and 

its implications to you and to DSPS. 

To better understand why, below is an excerpt from 

the America’s Boating Club Handbook. 

 

Why Change?  

Times have changed. Many organizations, including the United States Power Squadrons, have had diffi-

culty in attracting members who are interested in joining their organization and participating in traditional 

ways of previous generations. Today’s boaters are more diverse, with different interests, and with less 

time devoted to boating activities. Families seem to be busier, technology has changed entertainment 

and learning, the economic downturn a few years ago has had a lasting impact, introductory boating 

courses can be found for free on the internet, and traditional baby-boomer boaters are aging out.  

The recognition of our name is not as pervasive among today’s boaters as it once was. Many boaters 

have not heard of the United States Power Squadrons or they get us mixed up with other organizations. 

This situation has been exacerbated by leaving each squadron to develop its own marketing approach 

and image. Consequently, squadrons do not appear to belong to the same organization. Now, however, 

with a new national marketing strategy and advertising campaign, squadrons can better leverage the 

strength of the national image along with their local flavor and identity. 

Additionally, we have ourselves continued to promote an image of a 100 year old, somewhat stodgy 

organization focused on boating safety and education. Today of course, most boaters believe that they 

can learn what they need online or through experience, and do not consider themselves unsafe boaters. 

Furthermore, technology now handles many tasks that formerly relied on boat operational knowledge. 

This produces a somewhat false sense of security and a feeling that knowledge is less important. While 

our educational programs are superb and excel at building knowledge and skill, our traditional promo-

tional image is not working.  
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Our name, the United States Power Squadrons, does not resonate with the public. What does a 

“squadron” mean? What does “power” mean? Nowhere does it imply that we are a boating organi-

zation.  

Consequently, we need to update our image in order to appeal to today’s boaters. It must identify 

who we are, and why someone should be interested. 

The complete guidebook is available at the following link.  You may need to log in to access and download it or 

you can request it from any of the Executive Committee members.  http://www.usps.org/national/marketing/

ABClub/America's%20Boating%20Club%20Guidebook.pdf 

So the next question is what does this mean for us.  Firstly, the United States Power Squadron and the Duluth 

Sail & Power Squadron are not going away.  These are our legal names and will remain so.  We have started 

using the logo and it was prominently displayed at our booth at the Duluth Boat Show as shown in the photo 

below. 

 

One of the most visible changes you will see is that the organization is steering away from military-like formali-

ties, such as wearing uniforms, how we connote time and using ranks and grades in oral and written communi-

cation.  This has not been a strong emphasis in Duluth for some time so there will not be much change here.  

We hope you will embrace this new brand and join us in moving the organization forward. 

P/C  Lance Olson, 
Duluth Sail & Power Squadron 
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Squadron Administrative Officer Lt/C Amy Einbu and Member at Large Lt Jim Einbu 

 

For those of you that don't know us let me start with a little history.  Both of us are Native Minnesotans and we spent 

most of our childhood on the inland lakes.  Jim loves the outdoors and anything with a motor (powerful and loud a must) 

and I love anything outdoors and naturally animals and babies.  Jim has always resided in Minnesota.  I left beautiful 

Minnesota and spent 8 years in Florida and 4 years in Italy. In Florida and Italy I was surrounded by big water and en-

joyed every day I spent on the beach, scuba boat, charter boat or sailboat (just didn't like the thought of sharks in the 

water since Jaws was just released when I moved to FL). In 1996 I returned to Minnesota.  In the mid 2000s I had an 

opportunity to do some boating and fishing in Isle Royale.  I became forever hooked on Great Lakes fishing and boat-

ing!!!   

 

Jim and I (son Dylan and daughter Sophie) met in 2007.  A couple years later we went to a friend's house at Island 

Lake and they had a Trojan F26 Express on a trailer that hadn't seen the water in a while so it was layered in dust and 

pine needles.  I told Jim to look beyond the dust and pine needles and he did so we bought it!  From that day on Jims 

been hooked.  Jim is so hooked we went from a Trojan F26 (Shirley's Fault) to a 28' Carver Voyager (What's ? Next)  

and now we're on our third upgrade a 37' Carver Voyager (Who ? Does This).    

 

In 2016, Jim and I joined the Duluth Sail and Power Squadron (DSPS) knowing nothing about this squadron except 

they maintain a wonderful dock/pavilion/camping area in Superior, WI for their members.  I recall Jim and I both joined 

the DSPS in 2016 because we thought it was a requirement in order to take the ABC course (all 4 of us took the 

course).  In addition, Jim and I took the Seamanship class in 2018.  The educational courses the DSPS offer is a must if 

you're going to be on the Great Lakes and even inland lakes.  You definitely have to respect the Gitchi Gummi and all 

waterways.   

 

Besides the people, the best part of being a DSPS member is the annual Corn Roast Labor Day weekend.  It's a huge 

celebration for the members and held every Labor Day weekend.  Bring your campers, tents, boats, etc. and be ready 

for a lot of family fun, food, events and a great way to spend time with our members and friends.  Oh did I mention Jim 

and I were crowned King and Queen of Corn in 2017.  In 2018 we crowned Cdr Chad and Lt/C Stacy Lowney King and 

Queen of the Corn Roast.  Let's make sure to attend in 2019 to celebrate who Lowney's will crown 2019 King and 

Queen of Corn. 

 

What a memorable 2018.  Dylan graduated from High School, Jim's man cave was finally built (the man cave was 

planned and built as a shop with intention of storing our 28’ Carver in the winter; oh that's right Jim upgraded to the 37 

foot Carver so that'll never see the shop in the winter LOL) and yes we got MARRIED!!!  We got married at Pier B and 

we had 20+ vessels follow us under the Duluth Aerial Lift Bridge to the DSPS dock; it was truly magical!   To all that 

celebrated and helped on our beautiful day thank you again!!! 

 

Jim and I are forever hooked on the boating life and with the entire Sail and Power boat community-especially our Du-

luth Sail & Power Squadron family.  We look forward to meeting each and every one of you and we look forward to the 

upcoming events especially the annual Fitting Out party on May 3rd and Corn Roast Labor Day weekend (Jamaican Me 

Happy" theme this year).   

 

Safe boating and sailing!     

 

Amy Einbu, Administrative Officer 
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The District 10 Spring Conference 

was held in Minneapolis and 

hosted by the Minnetonka Squad-

ron. 

The photo on the left is Com-

mander Lowney receiving one of 

the many awards presented to 

Duluth. 

 

Duluth and Minnetonka  

receiving the award for 

membership. 

Commander Chad 

Stacy Lowney, Ad-

ministrative Officer 

Amy Einbu, and 

Member at Large Jim 

Einbu, enjoying a 

cocktail before din-

ner. 



Channel Chatter                                                                                                        Volume 2019 Issue 1        10 

 

The annual Christmas party was hosted 

by the Duluth Sail and Power Squadron 

and the 242 Yacht Club at Barkers Is-

land. 

There many very nice raffle items and 

even I won something by the end of the 

night. 
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There was a lot of time to talk to old 

friends and talk about the upcoming 

boating season. 

Captain Sherman Edwards with his 

Jane. 

P/C Dave Stokes looking over the 

prizes. 
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The DSPS 2019 Annual Meeting 

was held on February 8 at the 

Shack Smokehouse Banquet Room 

in Superior. 

The meeting and dinner was to 

elect the Nominating Commit-

tee’s slate of officers for 2019-

2020. 

 

P/C Dave Stokes and P/C Len Rob-

inson. 
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After the Business meeting our 

guest speaker was Felicia 

Schneiderhan. 

Her talk was about her adven-

ture living on a boat year round 

on the Great Lakes. 

MEMBERSHIP UPDATE--22 NEW MEMBERS SO FAR IN 2019!  

 

We are happy to report our membership continues on the rise, with 22 new members in the 

opening months of 2019. Most joined at the boat show, some have joined after being encour-

aged from friends currently on the Duluth Squadron. We continue as one of the few squadrons in 

District 10 with a rise in membership. Thanks go to all of you -- by encouraging friends at our 

own marinas, we continue to gain valuable members. All it takes is encouragement from you, a 

current member of America's Boating Club - Duluth, to let friends and family know the many ben-

efits of this organization. Continue to spread the word and let the membership chairs know what 

we can do to help. We will send a welcome kit to all new members with lots of info about our 

boating club. Plans are in the works for a new member gathering and Duluth Squadron Dock 

open house early in the season. This will be a great time to welcome  our newest members and 

invite friends to learn about our great dock facility. More details to follow! 

 

Lynn and Dane Youngblom 

Membership Chair 
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The Change of Watch occurred on 

March 22 at the AAD Shrine. 

There was a very good turnout for the 

event. 

Pipe Master Chuck Berquist piped in to 

dinner. 

A welcome message was given by Lt 

Kristi Stokes. 

The flag presentation was by U.S. Coast 

Guard Station Duluth, Ensign Gabriel 

Saturnino and Lieutenant Junior Grade 

Marcelis Posey. 
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There were a lot of awards given 

out. By D/10 Commander Dave 

Fine. Top left was the Education-

al Fund Certificate of Merit.  

Top right was the Life Member-

ship Award for Robert Ouellette. 

Center, 3 Place Growth Award 

given to Dane and Lynn 

Youngblom, 

 

Bottom, the new Bridge. 

Commander Chad Lowney, AP 

Administrative Officer Lt/C Amy 

Einbu, S 

Education Officer Lt/C Niki Row-

land 

Secretary Lt/C Stacy Lowney, S 

Treasurer Lt/C Lori Yecoshenko 



Channel Chatter                                                                                                        Volume 2019 Issue 1        16 

 

2018 Merit Marks 

Larry Anderson 

Karen Bray 

Mary Ann Brisky 

David Carlson 

Todd Carlson 

Amy Einbu 

James Einbu 

Elmer Engman 

Larry Evanson 

Duane Flynn 

Murray George 

Robert Hecht Sr. 

Paul Lind 

Tom Linderholm 

Chad Lowney 

Randy Lundgren 

Diane Martinek 

David Mattson 

Krister Mattson 

Michele Micke 

David Molitor 

Lance Olson 

Robert Ouellette 

Guy Partch 

David Poulin 

Len Robinson 

Jason Smitke 

David Solberg 

Chris Spokely 

David Stokes 

Kristi Stokes 

Robert Stokes 

Les Waters 

Brock Yecoshenko 

Jason Yecoshenko 

Kristianna 

Yecoshenko 

Lori Yecoshenko 

Dane Youngblom 

Lynn Youngblom 

Jeff Zapp 

Zachary Ziemski 



Channel Chatter                                                                                                        Volume 2019 Issue 1        17 

 

We are looking for sponsorship advertising. If you own a business or know of 

someone who would like a direct market to boaters let Cdr Chand Lowney 

know. 

Lowney.chad@gmail.com 

Viking Diver 

Explore Your world 

Scuba Classes Start on  May 12th and July 

7th at UMD and June 10th at Ordean. 

Elmer Engman– 218-428-0563 

NEW MEMBER MENTORS NEEDED 

 

We are very proud to report that the Duluth Squadron has had an influx of over 50 new members in 

2018 and early 2019! To help our new members get the most out of the squadron, we are match-

ing each new member with a current member to serve as their mentor for one year. We are looking 

for more names to add to our mentor list. As a mentor, all you need to do is send an introductory 

contact to the new member to let them know you are there to answer any questions and that you 

will let them know of any upcoming squadron events for their first year of membership. We have 

found it's easy to mentor more than one person by sending out a group text with upcoming events 

and new information. Please send your name and email address 

to membershipdsps@gmail.com so that we can add you to our mentor list. This is a group effort 

and a very easy thing to do to help new members feel welcome! We look forward to hearing from 

you!  

 

Lynn & Dane Youngblom 
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Fitting Out Party                                        May 3rd 

Captains Platter                                        June 8th 

 

Other Maritime Events 

Tall Ships                                                   August 11-13 

Roster Updater 

 

 

 

Name: __________________________________________________________ 

 

Address:_________________________________________________________   

 

Grade:___________________  Merit Marks _________________   

 

Boat Name:_______________ Length _______ Sail or Power_____ 

 

Marina:_________________________________________________________ 

 

e-mail:__________________________________________________________ 

 

Home Phone:_____________ Cell:_______________Work Phone:___________ 

  

 

Please e-mail to:  vouellette@mediacombb.net  

Mail to: Valerie Ouellette, 5104 Country Road, Hermantown, MN  55810 
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Duluth Sail and Power Squadron 

P.O. Box 161074 

Duluth, MN  55806 

We’re on the Web! 

www.duluthsailandpowersquadron.com 


